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RECONCILIATION

Movement led by church built
on tracks leading to former
Dachau concentration camp

From left: Mrs. Bittner, Ted Pearce and Yochanan Ben Yehuda. Pastor Jobst Bittner.

By ReBekan KoLBer

A German church built on the
tracks leading to the former Dachau
concentration camp is leading a
movement of reconciliation be-
tween Jewish and Gentile Believers
while educating the church about
the Jewish roots of their faith Led
bv Pastor Jobst Bittner. the church
is reaching out to the Messianic
community, fighting anti-Semitism
partnering with Galilee of the Na-
tions on a musical project and orga-
nizing a four-day march to remem-
ber the Holocaust

Several years ago. Pastor Jobst
Bittner was given land to build a
center for TOS Dienste Deutsch-
land, also known as TOS Ministries.

an evangelical free church. Part of

the land included tran tracks lead-
ing to Dachau, over which Bittner
deecided to build his church “You
have to visibly and physically cross
the tracks before vou enter the front
door of the church, challenging al
people before they enter to remem
ber what happened in the Holo-
caust to the Jews at the hand of the
Nazi's,” explained Yochanan Ben
Yehuda of Galilee of the Nations, a
Messianic recording company.

The Dachau concentration camp
was built on the site of a former mu-
nitions factory ten miles northwest
of Munich. According to docu-
ments from the United States Me-
morial Holocaust Museum. more
than 200,000 people, of whom a
third were Jewish, were held at the
camp; 31,591 of the prisoners died
in captivity.

Bittner has been
in ministry since
coming to faith
through the Je-
sus People move-
ment 30 years ago.
“When T came to
faith it was a true
miracle and 1 was
delivered of many chains that kept
me in bondage. Very quickly the
Lord gave me a calling and said to
go to the South and study theology.™
Bittner moved to Tiibingen.

“What I didn’t know is that it
was one of the greatest Nazi cities
in Germany. The darkness was im-
mense,” he recalled. Together with
his wife, Bittner planted TOS Min-

istries, which immediately began to
meet with resistance from the com-
munity. “Tiibingen is filled with new
age cults and esotericism. The first
people who were saved [through our
mimistry] came out of the new age
scene and God started using them in
amazing ways.”

The ministry planted more than 20
outreaches throughou* Europe in
cluding humanitarian rehef projects
drug rehabilitation centers. and evan-
gelistic  outreaches

a Hanukkah celebration attended by
hundreds where Bittner “stood on
top of a wall and proclaimed that
with the church, we were welcom-

ing Jewish life back into the city.”
In May 2006, Messianic record-
ing artist Ted Pearce was invited to
Tibingen to share his music with
the German Church. The visit in-
spired Pearce and Ben Yehuda to
start creating music, including a
song, “Forgotten People,” which
will appear on a
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members have par-
ents or grandparents
who were members of the Nazi party
during World War I

But despite mntensive outreach
Bittner felt that revival still had no

come to Tiibingen *I reahzed that if

you want to change the city you have
to go back to the root, and the root is
the Jewish people,” he said.

In 2002, Bittner said that God
moved in his congregation. “The
Holy Spirit spoke to us and said ‘I
want you to repent of anti-Semitism.
The sins of your father are still with-
in you. The greatest sin is to remain
silent about Israel.” We repented for
our silence concerning Israel and
dramatic things started happening.”
A revival was born.

One of the most
dramatic  actions
taken by members
of TOS Ministries
was a Hanukkah
March through the
city center. It was
motivated, said
Bittner, by the fact
that in the city’s
1004 year history, Jewish people had
been welcomed and embraced as
members of the community for only
a span of 100 years. “In World War
II, the synagogue [in Tibingen] was
burned to the ground. The Lord spoke
to us and said ‘go into the city and
ask the church of Christ to welcome
Jewish life back into the city.””

The ministry did just that, holding

rity  Distribution
(Sony BMG).
Complimented with historic re-
cordings of Nazi leaders, Zionist
David Ben Gurion and Hatikva, the
Israeli national anthem, the song
“Forgotten People™ encourages
Listeners to fight anti-Semitism.
“Sound the alarm/ shouting ‘never
again!’/Let the righteous revolution
begin/History must never repeat
itself/So lift your voices and take
a stand/ We've got to rise like an
Army in ‘The Name'/For the Na-
tion that was born in a day.”

“For Zion’s Sake: | will not be
silent” has 19 tracks from artists
such as Kathy Shooster, Zemer
Levav, Karen Davis, Evan Levine,
and Lamb. Included is one where
Bittner is heard speaking in German
with English translation by Ben
Yehuda. “Lord, 1 hear the cries of
6 million of your people,” he said.
“We confess these atrocities as sin
and humble ourselves before you in
shame.... From the land of unmer-
ited grace, we are calling out; Na-
tions arise! For Zion's sake, open
your mouth!”™ The title track “For
Zion’s Sake™ was written by Wal-
ter Grund., worship leader of TOS
Ministries. Grund also co-wrote an-
other song, “Shalom™ with Pearce.
The album will be released first in
Germany, in conjunction with the
March of Life.
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